
( 

Rucinolithus ? magnus BuKRY, 1975 

13 14 

Rucinolithus ? 
magnus 

Figs. 12-14 - Rucinolithus ? magnus n. sp. Holotype, USNM 210896, Sample 305-23-3, 137-138 em (209 m). 13, 14) cross-polarized light, 13) one set of elements (dark) aligned to polarization direction, 14) same set of elements (faint) rotated 17° from polarization direction. x 2000. 

Description: 

Rucinolithus ? magnus skeletons are large radial rosettes of six equant crystallites that are rhombic in outline and taper to points. There is only slight imbrication apparent near the center of the rosette. In cross-polarized light, the crystallites are black (optically extinct) when aligned with a polarization direction. 
Dimensions: 10-20 fL, maximum diameter; holotype 15 fL· 

Remarks: 

Rucinolithus ? magnus is distinguished from other species such as Rucinolithus hayi by its larger size, more elongate crystallites, and lesser degree of central imbrication. There is some doubt as to the biologic origin of R. ? magnus because disaggregated crystallites are the normal mode of occurrence in 5ediment, intact specimens being the exception. The apparent imbrication and regular symmetry about the center point suggests a biologic origin, but the simple form of the crystallites leaves some doubt. 

Type level: 

Campanian. 

Occurrence: Rucinolithus ?-magnus, typically fragmented, is common to abundant in Campanian sediment from Shatsky Rise in Cores 21 to 27 (186 to 252m) at Site 305. It is most abundant in Cores 23 to 25. Fragments similar to R. ? magnus occur in Campanian sediment of the Magellan Rise (lat 7°4.1'N, long 176°49.5'W) in Cores 50 to 53 (759 to 796 m) at DSDP Site 167. 

Type locality: 

Northwest Pacific Ocean, Sample 305-23-3, 137-138 em (209 m). 
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